
WESTMANSTOWN BOWLING CLUB 

 

A New Start - A New Norm! 
 

At WBC bowls is our sport and our passion. We want to play bowls again on our green as 

soon as we are permitted. Bowls is a non-contact sport and can be played safely with some 

guidelines, cooperation and a lot of common sense. 

 

In order to comply with revised Government‟s Covid-19 guidelines due to be in place from 

May 18 your Executive Committee have produced the following PROTOCOL for bowling at 

WBC when the green re-opens. It is likely to be updated as we adjust to the „New Norm‟. 

 

The over-riding priority within this plan is to safeguard the health of our members (and at a 

later stage any other bowlers at our club).  

Note: the attending of a bowling green during this time may be worrying/stressful for some 

members, so all bowlers should respect the feelings of everyone at the green. 

 

Only social games of bowls will be played until further notice. Club competitions will be 

considered as a later stage. 

 

Our new PROTOCOL falls into the following categories: 

 

1. Access to the Bowling Green 

 

The WBC green will be available for its members who have paid their fees, and are 

complying with the Government‟s Covid-19 guidelines. Members must pre-book their space 

on the rink (see below). 

Members must not: 

 Have been out of the country for over 14 days. 

 Be in self-isolation and not required to cocoon. 

 Be displaying any COVID-19 symptoms or have a cough or cold. 

 

2. Booking a Rink  

 

 The numbers bowling will need to be restricted to comply with the Government‟s 

Covid-19 social distancing guidelines.  

 To make a booking go to the booking page on the WBC website and follow the 

instructions. 

 If you have any problems making a booking or you wish to cancel a booking text or 

call Fergal Moore at 087 637 1262 or Oliver Meyler at 087 410 1616. 

 The four daily bowling times available are: 

o 11.00 - 12.30 

o 13.30 – 15.00 

o 16.00 – 17.30 

o 18.30 - 20.00 

 Only pairs or singles games can be played and we will be limited to three rinks.  

 This will ensure plenty of spacing, ie the 5m width of a rink between each of the rinks 

in play. 



 The direction of play will switch each day. 

 If we experience capacity issues, then we will introduce limits on the frequency with 

which individuals can book. 

 A WBC “Supervisor” will be present at the green, to ensure that only pre-booked 

players turn up and play. 

 

3. Arrival at the Green 
 

 Bowlers should clean their bowls, towels and any other equipment they will take onto 

the green, at home prior to coming to the Bowling Green. 

 Bowlers should travel to the club alone, or with a member of the same household. 

 Ample car parking spaces are available to ensure social distancing. 

 Change into bowls shoes (and any other attire) at the car. 

 Bring only your bowling equipment to the green, in one bag, from the car park. 

 Arrival at the green to be 5-10 minutes prior to the reserved rink time. 

 Separate entry and exits points will be in place to assist social distancing. Please 

follow the signs.  

 

4. Check-in and Clubhouse Facilities 

 

 The Supervisor will place the jacks and mats on each rink in advance of the starting 

time. 

 Bowlers who have pre-booked should report to the WBC Supervisor at the green. 

 There will be 2-metre markers in front of the Supervisor for people checking in. 

 The Supervisor will provide each rink with a scorecard. No scoreboards to be used 

until further notice. 

 Observe social distancing (2-3 metres) and resist the temptation to mingle on the club 

patio prior to playing. 

 The two changing rooms and the main hut are closed. There will be no access to the 

kitchen, so bowlers should bring their own water etc for hydration, and their own 

snacks. 

 The outside tap on the main hut will be in use, but must only be touched using a wipe. 

 Place your bowls bag safely on the patio, at least 2 metres from anyone else‟s bag. 

Take out your bowls, towel, measures etc. 

 The storage hut will be open. Only one person at a time may enter to retrieve the jacks 

and mats for their rink (only if necessary). 

 There will be access to the toilets. 

 Clean/sanitise your hands before playing. 

 Hand wipes or sanitisers will be provided at each end of each rink in play. 

 

5. On the Green 

 

 Pairs games will be the norm, using only two bowls per player. 

 Singles games are also permitted where the numbers dictate it. Where 3 bowlers are 

on a rink, one player performs the marker role, rotating the positions. 

 One person practising alone on a rink is also permitted, only after the games options. 

 Coaching on a rink must to be done one-to-one, with social distancing. 



 This means that there will only be one or two bowlers at any end of the rink at one 

time. Note: 3 or 4 bowlers at the same end is not permitted. 

 The minimum distance for the front of the mat to be from the rear ditch is now 3 

metres (as opposed to the usual 2 metres). 

 Two other mats are then to be placed behind the playing mat, near the ditch so that 

there is 2-3 metres between each of the three mats. Player A retreats to one mat when 

not bowling, Player B retreats to the other mat. 

 Once the mats are set down, they stay there for the duration of the game.  If mats may 

come into play, so be it. 

 Each rink will thereby require three mats at each end of the rink. 

 Jacks are not to be delivered by hand. They will be placed/centred by foot at a 

distance requested by the first bowler/winner of the previous end. So there will be 2 

jacks per rink. 

 When changing ends in singles, the players must ensure social distancing. 

 When changing ends in a pairs game, the players walk to their left, including social 

distancing, thereby avoiding the players coming down the other way. 

 During an end, players will not be permitted to walk from the mat to the head to look 

at the head. 

 Touchers should be nominated or sprayed. No chalking until further notice. 

 Only one person will go into the head for measuring. If there is any doubt regarding 

the result, then the opponent goes into the head separately. 

 If there is a long measure required, it is to be treated as a no score. 

 Each player/pair should have their own measure. 

 Use only your feet to move bowls after an end has been completed. 

 Bowls or jack in a ditch to be removed using a towel or hand wipes where possible. 

 A WBC Supervisor will be on site to ensure that all of these rules are complied with. 

 No spectators are permitted until further notice. 

 

6. Getting Home Safely 

 

 When their game/practise is finished, players must return straight to their cars. 

 The WSC is closed. 

 The changing rooms cannot be accessed to store or retrieve belongings. 

 Hands may be washed and sanitised in the toilets. 

 Ensure bowls and equipment are cleaned thoroughly after use, at home. 

 Players must call or email the WBC Executive with any post-bowling health issues or 

COVID-19 related queries, at the earliest possible opportunity. 

 

7. WBC Team to Manage the New Norm 

 

One WBC Supervisor will be present at the Green at any time. 

The WBC Supervisor will have a mask and sanitisers. 

All work areas and contact points to be cleaned and sanitised regularly. 

 

Green Keeping team to operate at specific times, when the green will be closed for bowling. 

This team operate their own social distancing and safety precautions, including masks, 

gloves, sanitisers, etc. 

Utility vehicles are limited to single person use. 

Machinery fully washed after use, including the disinfecting of controls. 


